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Graded Summer Reading Assignment: 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin or Life among the Lowly, by Harriet Beecher Stowe. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS: All work for Uncle Tom will be typed. Single-space each 
answer and double-space between answers. One-inch margins. 14 point font 
size. See last page for example. Please use “N…..” for the N word. Submit work 
as an attachment in Microsoft word format. Name your file as follows: 
lastname_firstname_filename. For example: 
Wilson_Leonard_ch_05_uncle_tom’s_cabin 

 
CHAPTER V 

Showing the Feelings of Living Property on Changing Owners 
 
1. toilet: noun: the process of washing oneself, dressing, and attending to one’s 
appearance 

 

2. Explain the following sentence within the context of the paragraph that the 
sentence is found: “Haley has come into possession of a mortgage…” 

3. gild: verb: to cover thinly with gold 
 
4. Explain “…God’s curse on slavery!” 
 
5. abolitionist: noun: one who favored the abolition of slavery 
 
6. In what way does Mrs. Shelby “…differ from many wise and pious men…”? 
 
7. Briefly compare Mr. and Mrs. Shelby’s strategy to deal with the transfer of 
Harry and Tom from their ownership to Mr. Haley’s ownership. 
 
8. How does Eliza describe herself after declaring that Mrs. Shelby was “…a 
Christian and an angel…”? 
 



9. Why does Aunt Chloe plead with Tom to go with Eliza? (“why don’t you go, 
too?”) 
 
10. What are the reasons that Tom does not go with Eliza? (“If I must be 
sold…”) 
 
11. Briefly explain Eliza’s instructions to be relayed to her husband and include 
the final destination if she cannot find her husband in Canada. 
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CHAPTER V 

Showing the Feelings of Living Property on Changing Owners 
 
1. toilet: noun: the process of washing oneself, dressing, and attending to one’s 
appearance; a fixed receptacle into which a person may urinate or defecate, 
typically consisting of a large bowl connected to a system for flushing away the 
waste into a sewer or septic tank 
 
2.  
 


