
1. According to the scholars at Harvard, who were the two intellectual pillars that 
defined the underlying meaning of transcendentalism? In other words, who did the 
scholars at Harvard cite as the person who defined how we know what we know (all 
things we know have come through the senses) and who said that we can know things 
without the senses? 

2. Identify two famous women who were influenced by the transcendentalist debate? 
(one was the founder of American Kindergarten who saw "process more important than 
product"; the other stressed self-reliance and equality in gender roles.) 

3. Identify the various communal movements that were influenced by the 
transcendentalist debate. 

4. Be certain to read all underlined portions. Then write a paragraph that explains the 
extent that transcendentalism influenced American culture (religion, education, social 
movements). 
 


