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Six Time Periods (from AP World History) 
 
Period 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations,  
8,000 to 600 B.C.E.  
 
Period 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies,  
c. 600 B.C.E. to c. 600 C.E.  
 
Period 3: Regional and Transregional Interactions, 600 C.E. – 1450 C.E.  
 
Period 4: Global Interactions, c. 1450 to c. 1750  
 
Period 5: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750-1900  
 
Period 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments, c. 1900 to the Present 
  
 
 
 
 

Stages in Human History (from William Irwin Thompson)  
Stages of Development:  Communication  Polity 
 Cohesion 
 
Culture:    
200,000-10,000 B.C.E.  Oral   Band  Dominance 
 
Society:   
10,000-3,500 B.C.E.  Script   Tribe  Authority 
 
Civilization:    Alphabetic  City-State  Justice 
3,500 B.C.E.-1500 C.E.     to Empire  
 
Industrialization    Print   Nation-State
 Representation 
1500-1945          
 
Planetization   Electronic  Noetic  Participation 
1945- present      
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